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ical spontaneity' which belongs to consciousness "as elasticity to steel or 
growth to the body" (p. 32). In fact, we are compelled, it is maintained, 
to recognize an ' a priori organism' with its appropriate ' organa.' These 
' organa* correspond to the groups of a priori elements in Kant's sys- 
tem. Phenomena are for Kant not within the consciousness thus organ- 
ized, but are rather ' dynamic modifications ' of it. 

It is not, and cannot be, matter of insight why particular elements in 
consciousness are a priori ; but that they are so, is clear. Equally clear is 
it that, once discovered, they must be recognized as determining the form 
of all objects of experience, and so of nature as a whole. Indeed, only 
that is nature which assumes the form of the ' a priori organism.' "All 
else is not nature, for it remains unknowable " (p. 170). 

Considerable space is devoted to an attempt to refute the charge that 
Kant disregarded his own prohibition of the transcendent application of the 
causal category by speaking of the Ding-an-sich as the cause of phenom- 
ena. The author maintains that Kant recognized two distinct types of 
causality, — the empirical or phenomenal causality of the understanding, 
and the metempirical or intelligible causal principle of reason. Regard 
for this two-fold and often ambiguous use of the term causality, would 
free Kant, it is held, from the charge of self-contradiction at the point 
noted. 

It is impossible in a brief notice to deal with many of the problems dis- 
cussed in this work with its numerous notes and supplements. The author 
is prone to believe that no one before him has fully understood Kant, or ap- 
preciated the value of his philosophy. The final paragraph of the book 
may be quoted as characteristic of his attitude. ' ' Wir haben in Kant 
einen Geist vor uns, dem kein anderer vergleichbar ist. Er hinterliess 
uns eine neue vollkommene Wissenschaft, ohne dass wir bis jetzt es wuss- 
ten. Es ist an uns, nunmehr das zu erwerben und uns zu eigen zu machen, 
was dieser Kopernikus der Metaphysik uns hinterliess. Es ist an der Zeit, 
denn iiber hundert Jahre sind bereits nutzlos verstrichen." 

Walter G. Everett. 
Brown University. 

Kant und die Platonische Philosophic Von Theodor Valentiner. 
Heidelberg, Carl Winter's Universitatsbuchhandlung, 1904. — pp. vii, 
94. 

It is not easy to determine the precise extent to which Kant was ac- 
quainted with Plato's philosophy at first hand. But, without attempting 
to give an exact answer to this question, it is possible to indicate the chief 
relations, both of opposition and kinship, between the systems of the two 
thinkers. This, in brief, is the aim of the present work. The author's inter- 
pretation of Plato is based largely upon Zeller and Windelband, while his 
view of Kant suggests a careful study of Paulsen and Erdmann. 

The first chapter, entitled Phanomena und Noumena, deals with the more 
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obvious relations growing out of the dualism common to both Plato and 
Kant. The second chapter, Der Ursprung der Vernunfterkenntnisse, gives 
a more fundamental treatment of the problems of epistemology as they 
existed for each thinker. While for Plato the reality of the concept requires 
no vindication, since it belongs to the very nature of a concept to exist, for 
Kant the reality of a priori judgments is grounded in the fact that the 
sciences exist as organized bodies of certain knowledge. According to 
Plato, we possess in the concepts something which we have not acquired 
through the senses, but which must be sought in another realm, that of 
reason. Similarly for Kant there is knowledge which does not arise from 
experience and which must be explained as the function of reason itself. 
The obvious differences in the explanation which each gives of the origin 
of the rational element in knowledge are noted. The writer calls attention 
to Kant's own statement that the doctrine of reminiscence as given by Plato 
is "a kind of explanation of the possibility of a priori knowledge," an 
explanation which Kant elsewhere — in the well-known letter to Marcus 
Herz of February, 1772 — characterizes as a " deus ex machina." 

The general contents of the succeeding chapters may be indicated by 
their titles : Objectiver und transcendentaler Idealismus, Die Idee bei Kant, 
Vernunft und Moral, and Die genetische und die paradigmatische Betrach- 
tungsweise. The interest of the book culminates in the chapter on Vernunft 
und Moral. Here the kinship of Plato and Kant is made to appear closer 
than at any other point. And this kinship exists in spite of the fact that 
the opposition between dogmatic and critical thinking culminates in the 
different estimates which, within the sphere of knowledge, they respectively 
give to the 'ideas of reason.' While for Plato they yield the most real 
and certain knowledge, for Kant the science which should attempt to treat 
the sphere of the ' ideas ' as one of knowledge would be but a ' logic of 
illusion.' Yet "on the heights of pure morality the two philosophers 
journey together" (p. 77). As for Plato the idea of the Good is the high- 
est concept, so for Kant the practical use of reason has precedence over 
the speculative. And with both philosophers action according to reason is 
alone virtuous. 

If the book contains little that is new, it presents a thoroughly readable 

and systematic treatment of the historical problem proposed for discussion. 

Walter G. Everett. 
Brown University. 

Time and Reality. By John E. Boodin. (Psychological Review, Mono- 
graph Supplement, Vol. VI, No. 3.) New York, The Macmillan Com- 
pany. — pp. v, 119. 

The thesis which it is sought to establish in this essay is that "the fleet- 
ingness of process, not 'the duration of process,' furnishes us with the real 
time content. Time is indeed involved as a character in our perceptual 
experience; but it neither is nor could be perceived simply" (p. 13). 



